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Mass -media §i sistemul poht:c

Modelul recalcitrant

— Disfunctii in relatia mass-media — guvern —

Raportul de dupd decembrie ‘89 din-
tre guvern si presd a evoluat de la o ete-
rogenitate agresiva, impulsiva si marcati
de reactii partizane, spre o incongruenti
relativ stabild.Singura perioada in care
perceptia reciproci a celor doi actori a
parut si calmeze, din nefericire tempo-
rar, unele din tensiunile ivite pe parcur-
sul guvernirii Roman fiind toamna ‘91-
toamna’ 92 cind ex-premierul Stolojan,
prin actiuni personale §i prin comparti-

-mentareannor. stoacturi .ale executivulyg
s-a apropiat cel mai mult, apreciem noi,
de acele tendinte in absmta carora amin-
titul Caraport sfirgeste intr-un inevitabil e-
sec principiu operativ, relatia guvern
— mass-media s-a védzut frustati de lipsa
ori carcntaunori.nstrumentecuun spec-
tru foarte larg de actiune, in destule oca-
zii (cel mai evident in pnmele luni dup#
ciderea lui Ceaugescu) motivatia proba-
bil sincer3 a implantirii unor standarde
democratice diluindu-se pini la anulare
din ratiuni variate, toate re insd
aproape la mdlgo consecintele nefaste
ale unor forme ocidentale bruscate de pa-
lidul ecou al fondu/ui autohton. intr-o
priméa panoramZ a subiectului se constata
cdi priza imaturd (ca s4 folosim un epitet
elegant) a celor doua elemente aflate in
discutie era efectul unm exercmu ce-si
inventa din mers mijloacele Fl'l.m—
re, un exercitiu care, lepadindu-se

de rigorile dogmatice impuse de presa de
comandi din totalitarism, a gisit un teren
viran, t la repezeald, de o parte ca
si de cealalt, de nte inapte
sa descifreze pind la nuanta intreaga
semantici a prefacerilor post-comuniste.
De aici - o sumi consistenti de inhibitii,
teciproc dezavantajoase, exhibate pe o
traiectorie confuzi si intr-un registru a-
bundent de atacuri gratuite, schimburi
tendentioase de informatii, {:elémn de po-
lite sau chiar, in cazurile mai grave,
intolerante f.’nise. esenid, cu exceptia
(si aceasta partiala) numitd mai devreme,
guvernele si mass media s-au exprimat
pind acum intr-un regim recalcitrant, in-
tr-un duelism minor punctat de pa.radc
trufase, intr-o competitie pagubitoare de
etalare a- mpmfm adevir §i, ca o am-
prentd colectivi, intr-o suspects lipsa

apetit fati de puritatea obiectivd a infor—
matiei.

intre indiferenti
si suspiciune

Nu s-ar putea spune ci, in Roménia
ca peste tot, guverndrile simesc simpatia
spontand a’ f:mahsulor “Investigative
journalists deplore government ineffici-
ency. Paradoxically, however, they also

oppose antidemocratic ices that may
be highly efficient and support wide-
citizen participation, wich tends

to undermine efficiency. They dislike
bigness, but they are highly suspicious of
local governments, wich are small but
often wasteful”.! Acceptind cu toat pru-
den[.a aceste incomode premise pentru
orice guvern din lume avem sentimentul
ci greseala fundamentald a guvernelor
Roman si Viciroiu (tndeosebl ultimul) a
fost tocmai eludarea unui asemenea po-
tential pericol pentru propria‘imagine.
Dac adiugam acestui, la urma urmelor
inefabil impact negativ, cota redusi acor-
dati fortei de persuasiune publici a mass
media (perceptie mai accentuati la gu-
" vernarea Roman), ca si tendinta de a in-
cu informatii epidermice ori

tg]?:ll inconforme cu realitatea a-

vem o plauzibild explicatie a suspiciunii
mediatice ce planeazi asupra celor doui
guverniri. Pru:nele fisuri de comunicare
au apirut pe vremea CPUN-ului, cind
fluxul informatiilor guvernamentale era
haotic si derutant, sursele de reprezentare

RADU CALIN CRISTEA

The author analyzes the gaps of communication between the government and
Romanian mass media, both democratic institutions born after December 1989.
Excepting the short period of relaxation (Autumn 1991 - Autumn 1992), when Sto-
lojan was the prime minister of a transition government, the author considers the rela-
tion between government and media was initially one characterized by indifference,
and after one of nervosity. He calls the last one “the recalcitrant model” — a situation
provoked both by the situation of a government under siege, imposed by that presi-
dential power, and by the often unmotivated attacks of some publications. The con-
clusion is that, because of many reasons, the relation govemment media is defined by

disfunctions inhibiting, for the momeant, any comparison with the Western models.

adlacacecntivain, semmindosga, la, :;e.a';n'
insulare ale ex-premierului Roman si ale
unor membri ai executivului ($ora, Plesu
etc.). Avidi de colectarea unor dezviluiri
privind abuzurile fostului sistem, mass
media, foarte polarizatd politic si dispro-
pomonata profesional, rula in directia
unui azimut difuz ce ocolea adesea as-
pectele tehnice ale guvernirii. Operatiile
structurale din industrie, culturd sau ar-
mati aveau o cm-pcxahtane indistinct? fn
masa coplesitoare

surse alfernative. Surse care au existat i
mod potential (e vorba, cel g:tin, de
ceilalfi functionari ai biroului de presi),
dar s-au ilustrat, fie din purd incompe-
tentd, fie respectind un mandat ocult,
printr-o tenace opacitate in contactele cu
presa. Astfel s-a consumat o prima expe-
rienid a mass media in relajia cu execu-
tivul, o experienta bruiata de lacune or-

- ganizatorice i, in spirit, de o perceptie

defemloasa a unui guvern pentru care
presa a contat prea

de teme care captau
interesul presei. Nu
in ultimul rind din
motive comerciale
(apérusera, ca o i-

novatie socanté
primele cotidiene §i
siptiminale auto-
nome fmanc:ar)
investigatia jurnal-
istici era mult mai
atrasi, de exemplu,
de chestiunea tero-
ristilor din decem-
brie ori de subter-
anele evenimente-
lor de la Tg. Mures,
decit, s spunem,
de inaugurarea unor
noi directii sau de

adesea ca un orga-
nism subaltern, ani-
mat doar de senza-
tional i, deci, inapt
s4 propage o imagi-
ne fideld a misca-
rilor executivului.

Stolo

Una din primele
idei ale premierului
Stolojan a fost cre-
area unui departa-
ment al informatii-
lor, cu o mare auto-
nomie §i comuni-
cind doar cu cabi-
netul primului-mi-

modificirile de

strategie din invitAmint. Captat in tur-
bionul momentului, raportul guvernului
cu mass media s-a definit printr-o reci-
proc asumati pasivitate, cu pilpiiri aproa-
pe anonime fati de sarabanda “boom”-u-
rilor ce asaltau o presd ce gusta cu gura
plin4 disparitia tabuurilor comuniste. La
ultima sa conferint de presd (octombrie
‘91) premierul Roman recunostea, tardiv,
c4, poate, prima cauzi a mpopulzmtﬁul
guvernului s3u a fost aceea ¢4 nu a incer-
cat s4 se facid mai bine inteles. Diagnos-
tic de altfel corect, cu subintelesul tacit al
subredei comuniciri cu presa.

Institutia purtatorului de cuvint fuse-
se un staff mai mult decorativ si de o efi-
cienti contradictorie, unica sursi fiind, in
mod practic, conferintele de susu-
nute de Bogdan Baltazar si, apoi, de
Mihnea Constantinescu. Surse
acestea si de o inoperativitate marcati
doar de diferentele de stil ale celor doi

ori de cuvint. Primul, dl. Baltazar,

gurd cumva boemé, colocviald pin la o
discreti frivolitate si spirit cu vaidite in-
clinatii spre speculatia paradoxald, con-
traria tocmai prin aceastd filtrare din ex-
terior a politicii guvernamentale, cu de-
i inocente de mandat si, fireste, cu o
informare tulbure a auditoriului. Cel
de-al doilea, dl. Constantinescu, mai greu
perceptibil sub o palarie evident prea lar-
g4, isi reducea misiunea la lectura unor
comunicate, multe dintre acestea deja
cunoscute presei, eschivindu-se de la ce-
le mai neangajate comentarii, mdsspen-
Sabﬂe;ga ul unor gesturi
ascunse in criptologia docu-

menlelor guvernamentale. Din motive
care ar face, poate obiectul unei analize
speciale, institutia i de cuvint
a fost redus3 tacit la nivelul de reprezen-
tare al unei singure persoane, victimi a
unei investituri riscante datorita privarii

jurnalistului de sansa (in mod normal —

obligatia) confruntirii unor informatii cu

ive si ,

nistru. Purtitoarele

- de cuvint ce l-au insotit pe premier —

Iolanda Stiniloiu si, in continuare,
Virginia Gheorghiu — au relansat raportul
in grav impas cu mass media printr-o
strategie metodici a dezamorsirii princi-
palelor puncte de tensiune. Stindardul
acestei noi politici de comunicare a fost
umanizarea radicala a figurii executivu-
lui §i a imaginii premierului in primul
rind. entul a intrat fntr-un jc
de complicititi amiabile cu mass m
circuitul informational a fost, in fme,
deblocat, iar sursele contactate de jur-
nalisti au iesit din proverbiala lor
mutenie (poate si datorita unor schimbari
de echipd). Au intrat in aceastd
competitie pentru noua lmagme a execu-
tivalui o de “surse
(sotii, copii etc.), s-au i‘nnmlut acele (ine-
xistente Inainte §i dupd guvernarea Sto-
lojan) “press party”, adici intilniri nepro-
tooolares:munvagwaaerde “out of
records”, in care tantii mass-me-
dia au putut afla tot ce doreau despre cele
mai intime scene din viaja unui premier
care zdrobea inimile printr-o cuceritoare
sinceritate. Chiar dac4, intr-o tactici nu
lipsitﬁdeousoaﬁperﬁdie,s—amjzme—
o coardi emotionald, pini la ur-
ma te) fostaavutsumdcpg;dmaoclm
ment a oarecum t pragul
hologic al unui premier intangibil ﬁc s
datoriti supozitiei ci ar avea ceva de as-
cuns. Distinse si i ile mediatoare
ale dialogului primului-ministru cu mass
media, cele doui purtitoare de cuvint au
construit imaginea unui premier si a unui
guvern ilianti $i disponibili s elibe-
reze informatii in mod rezonabil, adica
firi favoritismele semnalate anterior (s
spunem, fata de Az, oficiosul FSN), fira
obturarea canalelor de documentare si,
mai ales, fird a stimi banuiala ci lasi sa
sescnrgﬂdoardatememtcsa-:comnen—
zeze Fatd de mass media, gu-
vernul Stolojan a fost, pind acum, cel
mai onest si, deloc intimplator, emisia

liberd de informatii din acea perioada de
un an a coincis §i cu cea mai corect dis-
tribuire de imagine a unui executiv in
Roménia post-comunisti.

Frica de propria imagine

Aparitia pe scena politicd a guvernu-
lui condus de Nicolae Viciroiu a decon-
solidat spontan platforma articulatd de
_executivul anterior. Noul guvern a deve-

pit tinta unui atac incrucisat, cea dintii

motivatie a acestui refractarism aproape
de bloc ﬁind lasarea in ofolii-cheie

(inclusiv acela al primului-ministru) a
unor personalititi ce serviserd, si incd pe
poziii avansate, regimul comunist. Un
altvirt‘almbrﬂrumassmedms-apm—
dus datoriti unor echivocuri legate de
neonorarea de citre executiv a angaja-
mentului prezentirii in parlament a unei
strategii de reformd detaliate. Increderea
in bunele intentii ale executivului
investit astfel a pierdut astfel un teren
consistent, declicul avind probabil si o
motivatie mcon.suems noul premier,
sters, cu o imagine publici deloc seduci-
toare, dependent de o biografie politici
nu tocmai onoranti §i un lamentabil vor-
bitor de limbi roméineasci (topica impo-
sibi]a, dezacorduri, viduri semantice, stil
jent pini la exasperare) reproducind
dalele tipologice ale nomenclaturii co-
muniste. Mass media n-a fost de altfel
constrinsi la eforturi speciale de obiecti-
vare, guvernul Viciroiu deslusindu-se in
aburii unor scandaluri ce inseamni man
cereasci pentru orice presa din lume.
Premierul Viciroiu insusi a adus in mai
multe rinduri elogii contractului “Petro-
min-Forum Maritime”, contract reziliat
ulterior pentru ci se dovedise o afacere
dezastruoasi indeosebi datoritd faptului
c4 Romaénia pierdea controlul asupra
unei flote cotate ca strategice. Scandalul
n-a ocolit, evident, Ministerul Transpor—
turilor, al cérui lider, Paul Teodoru, in
pofida unor dezmintiri insistente, a fost
dovedit ca suporter activ al tranzactiei.
Ministerul Apardrii Nationale a fost
zguduit de un alt seism, produs in urma
dezviluirilor fostei conduceri a Girzii
Financiare (Gheorghe Florica si Radu
Hortopan) care a adus probe privind pre-
zumtiva implicare a unor importanti
demnitari. isterul de Interne este vi-
zat de auspiciile devastatoare ale mir-
turiilor locotenent-colonelului in rezervi
Cornel CZpi(ini care, sub rezerva verifi-
cini lor, a evocat o suiti de
i’nca:emmmnlu.gcmhdmsu ordinea
ministrului Dénescu ar fi fost implicati in
traficul cu masini furate din Occident si
tranzitate pe teritoriul roménesc. O alta
nebuloasa pluteste si asupra Ministerului
SanAtAtii, unde ministrul Tulian Mincu e
in plini ciutare de probe in ceea ce
priveste exportul de in Germania,
cazul fericit fiind acela ci nu plasma
roméneasca a fost infestatd cu virusul
HIV, asa cum sustin unele cercuri. Mi-
nistru] Tineretului si Sportuhu, Alexan-
dru Mironov, este asteptat in continuare
s conteste veridicitatea documentelor
reproduse la inceputul anului ‘90 de
cotidianul Roménia Jiberd, documente
care il identificau ca informator al fostei
securititi. In fine, fostul ministru al Cul-
turii (demisionat ulterior), Petre Salcu-
deanu, fusese de citre fotore-
porteri intr-o posturi extrem de delicati,
existind mirturii nu doar privind starea
de ebrietate in care se in clidirea
ministerului, ci §i a tentativei sale (doar
verbale, dupﬁunelewse)deaatenmla
pudoarea unei subalterne. Oprind aici
exemplele, se subintelege ca tentatia
mass media de a trata, -global, guvernul

(continuvare in pag. 4)
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(urmare din pag. 3)

Vicidroiu cu constantd incredulitate se
bizuie pe un suport .

Fira indoiala, obiectivitatea ne obliga
sa afirmam cé, de regula, un scandal le-
gat de afacerile oneroase ale unei com-
panii comerciale, de exemplu, se stinge
mai repede decit imaginile, fie si doar
sugerate, ale unui guvern compromis:
“Private firms can retaliate against harm-
ful news by running self-justifying
advertising, but government defend itself
in the same news media that attack it,
and defensive statements or denials are
never as credible as the initial bad
news'2. Prins pe contre-pred §i incorsetat
de stiri defavorabile, guvernul a devenit
un ecorseu extrem de reactiv la orice
informatie care il privegte: “ (...) public
officials are extremely sensitives to news
about themselves and are as thin-skinned
as journalists when it comes to criticism.
The outcome is a predisposition to exert
pressure, if only in self — (an agency —)
defense™. Reactiile “asediate” ale gu-
vernului Vicidroiu s-au definit prin in-
staurarea unei stari de beligeranti taciti
fati de mass media. Noul purtitor de cu-
vint al guvernului, jurnalistul Ioan Rosca,
gi-a ocupat funcfia venind cu bilantul
negativ al unei balansiri evidente citre
putere (in ultima perioada, in paginile
cotidianului Curieru/ Nafional). In cadrul
conferintelor de presa de la Palatul
Victoria, Ioan Rosca a emis numeroase
informatii dovedite ulterior ca eronate,
total sau partial. Situatie tatd in unele
Informapii de presd emise de acelasi cabi-
net al purtitorului de cuvint.De exemplu,
pe 8 noiembrie a.c., in urma unei runde
de discutii dintre premierul Vicéroiu si
Presedintele guvernului ceh Vaclav
Klaus, dl. Rosca l-a citat pe acesta din
urm# care ar fi afirmat ci “teoriile care

urmiresc accentuarea drepturilor mi-

norititilor in Europa de astizi nu ar avea

ca efect decit o destabilizare pe con-
tinent”. Citeva ore mai tirziu, la intilnirea
sa cu presa, dl. Klaus s-a declarat sur-
prins de aceste aprecieri, aritind cd nu
le-a rostit niciodata.

Planind asupra sa binuiala ca ar fi
fost implicat in scandalul produs de dez-
viluirile generalului Florica, secretarul
general al guvernului Viorel Hrebenciuc
respinge orice contact cu presa. Disfun-
cti1 similare au aparut si la Ministerul
Afacerilor Externe unde, in conferinta de
presd din 10 noiembrie a.c., purtitorul de
cuvint Mircea Gioan# a declarat ci ofi-
cialititile romane au aflat despre intenia
Regelui Mihai de a vizita Roménia cu
totul intimplator, si anume din presi. In-
formatie neconformi cu realitatea, presa
reproducind a doua zi un fax prin care
Ambasada Romén2 de la Berna confirma
Casei Regale, pe 9 noiembrie, ci a primit
mesajul continind mesajul Regelui. In
perioada conflictului dintre Presedintele
Eltin si conservatori toate sursele
Ministerului Aparirii Nationale au amu-
tit. Un alt comunicat, semnat de ROM-
PRES (pe 1 noiembrie), plaseazi acelasi
minister sub paliria generoasd a lui Cara-
giale: “Surse din Ministerul Apararii
Nationale, neconfirmate oficial, au infor-
mat cii, la o datd care n-a fost inca sta-
biliti, urmeazi a se desfisura o impor-
tantd conferintd de presd”. Atunci cind
nu exclud din activitatea lor insisi ideea

= cnnfrrinsd de miisd, ministerelée con-
voaci intilniri ad-hoc, fie cind sint vizate
de unele critici, fie, cu o asiduitate pe a-
locuri alarmanti, pentru a aniversa im-
plinirea unui numdr de ani de la diferite
evenimente istorice, multe dintre acestea
de o anvergura discutabili.

Rezumind, guvernul Viacaroiu, revan-
sindu-se probabil datoritd unor atacuri
concentrate asupra sa, dar §i pentru a sto-
pa scurgerea de informatii potential nefa-
vorabile, pare a se simii protejat prin
bruscarea formelor tipice de comunicare
cu mass media. Nu ne referim la confe-
rintele de presi, neregulate §i amorfe sub
aspect informativ, cit la indispozitia de a
pune, cotidian si rapid, spre uzul jurna-
listilor date obligatorii pentru informarea
obiectiva a publicului.

Informatia ca
“opinie inconstienti”

Irascibilitatea surselor guvernamen-
tale trebuie pusi si pe seama instabilititii
acestui “conducitor de imagine” care
este sau ar trebui si fie presa. Cu un stan-
dard deontologic interpretat uneori dupa
ureche sau chiar eludat, dotata cu o logis-
tici adeseori precard, in genere destul de
prost platita, vinind sau fiind dirijata si
vineze detalii senzationale (ceea ce o
face si-si “modeleze™ obiectivitatea in
functie de directia jurnalului, agentiei
etc.), cu un orizont cultural mai ba
palid (cu scuza indoielnic4 a tineretii
unui mare numir de jurnalisti, unii intrati
in breasla direct de pe bancile liceului),
cu o afigati sau mascatd polarizare
politica, cu un feed-back dezordonat ce
reduce sansele relativizarii unor infor-
matii s.am.d. — mass media romaneasci
se descoperd, pe intinse portiuni, i
bilA de asumarea unor rigori §i principii
care delimiteazi i impun conceptul de
jurnalism. Exceptiile rdmin, din neferi-
cire, putine §i se pierd intr-o aglomeratie
mrbufenté dominati de amatorism, trufii
stupide si chiar tendentiozititi. Motivele
pentru care Roménia este privati astizi .
de o clas jurnalisticd redutabil4 sint prea
complicate pentru a face obiectul analizei
de fatid. Putem afirma insi, cu definitiva
mihnire, ci mass media romineasci pare
la aceastd ora ingrijoritor de distangati
de acea “teorie a oglinzii” (amintind ea
insisi de un principiu al lui Sthendal) —
regula sacrid a unei reflectdri obiective a
realititii: “ (...) the so-called mirror the-
ory, which used to be popular among
journalists, proposes that events deter-
mine story selection, with journalist sim-
ply holding a mirror to them and reflect-
ing their i to the audience™.

Daca_ n-am luasin ecu-
atie oficiile mediatice cu balansiri citre
factorii puterii (televiziunea, unele publi-
catii, in mai mica masura radioul §i agen-
tia de stiri ROMPRES), nu putem sd nu
ne exprimdm nedumerirea fatd de lar-
ghetea cu care o Farte a presei cotati ca
independenta difuzeazi stiri, relatari,

comentarii etc. impardonabil deviate de .

la cea mai accesibila fatd a adevarului.
Cotidianul din 10 noiembrie a.c., citind
agentia NE Press, informeazi cd “Mi-
nistrul Justitiei a transmis agentilor eco-
nomici si tuturor institutiilor din tard un
document prin care atentioneazi liderii
de sindicat ci organizatorii de greve ile-
gale sau participantii la aceste greve sunt
pasibili de pedepse privative de libertate
cuprinse intre 5 si 20 de ani, mergindu-se
piné la detentia pe viata”. Contactate
imediat, sursele cele mai autorizate al
Ministerului Justitiei au infirmat existen-~
ta unei asemenea circulare. Chiar daci se
cuvine si luidm si aceasti dezmintire sub
un titlu de inventar, considerdm ci orice
jumalist onest s-ar fi cuvenit sa aibd un
minim recul tinind de logica bunului sim¢
in fata unei informatii potrivit cireia
justitia romana ar dialoga simultan cu
toti agentii econdmici §i cu toate institu-
tiile din tari. Dupa cum e greu de presu-
us ci cele mai sumbre coduri penale ar
1 in masurd si condamne la detentie pe
viagi un anonim participant la o grevi,
fie aceasta si ile
Un ait exemplu. Cel mai modest ana-
list al scenei noastre (E:\litice are stiintd
degore relatiile incordate dintre actuala
putere, cu aplicatie, dintre guvernul Vi-
caroiu si reprezentantii UDMR. Un dife-
rend activat §i prin polemicile din cadrul
Consiliului guvernamental pentru mino-
ritifile nationale. Evidents care nu a im-
pidicat o alti agentie de presi si lanseze
nistrusnica ipotezi (preluati cu suspecti
ingAduingi de mai multe publicatii) ¢ in-
tre PDSR si UDMR se poarti negocieri
secrete, aceasta din urmi urmind (???) a
fi cooptati in guvern. A trebuit ca, pe 5
noiembrie a.c., Presedintele PDSR Oli-
viu Gherman s infirme fantasmagorica
varianti.
Evenimentul zilei din 24 noiembrie

"a.c. publicé articolul “La solicitarea Con-

siliului Conventiei Democratice, lon Ili-
escu are o intrevedere, la ora 8.00, cu li-
derii opozifiei”. inu-egul articol este, fara

a mai insista, o purd inventie sau, cum a
numit-wul dintre liderii Conventiei, o
“minci gonata’™.

Un nougcc’:az, cel putin paradoxal si
acesta. Presa a brodat mai multe zile
tema unui conflict deschis intre actualul
Ministru de Externe si Adrian Nistase,

ctul de pornire fiind o scrisoare pu-

licata in serial de diplomatul Valeriu
Stan in Evenimentul ziler. Agentia de
stiri A.M.Press merge pe firul apei si
scotoceste in culisele Externelor, i-
zind o suiti de detalii seducitoare. Pre-
luat fird rezerve de mai multe publica-
tii, “analiza” in cauzi, rezumata de noi,
sugereaza ci dl. Nastase s-ar fi folosit de
acuzatiile lui Valeriu Stan pentru a-si
marta un apropiat credincios din
, dl. Alexandru Farcas, astfel incit,
rin eliminarea unui prieten al sau,
edintele Camerei Deputatilor si su-
brezeascd dur pozitia ministrului Meles-
canu. In sfirsit, Cronica Roména din 2
noiembrie a.c. adopta o alti stire, sub
titlul “*Scenariu pentru o noui guverna-
re”. O “bomba™ publicistici asadar, au-
torii ‘“*scenariului” fiind membrii Funda-
tiei “Un viitor pentru Roménia”. Sintem
informati ci acest “document elaborat
recent” propune, intre altele, o remaniere
guvernamentald (intr-o componenta ab-
solut fantezist3) si o restructurare a stra-
tegiei de reformi. Adevirul este insa al-
: acel document *‘elaborat recent” da-
teazai din martie, a fost inaintat presedin-
tiei in mai, iar valoarea lui teoretica si
practica poate fi m#suratd prin praful
care s-a asternut asupra lui prin vreunul
din birourile Cotroceniului. Cum tema
analizei urmaireste fisurile contactelor
intre mass media §i guvern, exemplele
noastre nu au depdgit acest perimetru.
Pentru a inchide acolada, socotim c4 iras-
cibilitatea in crestere fatd de presi a
functionarilor din Palatul Victoria este
partial motivata si de exercitiul autodis-
“créaltant ar unei patii a preséi, pefmu
care esenta obiectivititii se concentreazi
intr-0 hdrtuiald surd §i pétimasi in jurul
unui executiv subinteles  ca un fel de
centru malefic al natiunii.

Departele de linga noi

E, probabil, superfluu a evoca mo-
delele spre care ar trebui si tinda in Ro-
mania relatia mass media-guvern. Un
model structurat, un sistem, un “dans” ai
cérui parteneri s-ar cuveni, inainte de
toate, sd cunoasca regulile jocului, si le
respecte si sd admita ca nici una dintre
pérti nu poate trisa fird si fie, mai de-
vreme sau mai tirziu, descoperitid. Un
model insemnind cochetirii reciproce,
respectarea dreptului la documentare si,
in replici, obsesia de a nu deteriora ima-
ginea unei institutii aflate in serviciu ce-
titenesc. Un model insemnind profesio-
nalism, experient4 §i o conduiti morala
fard pete. Un model cladit pe legi morale
nescrise, in care armele polemicii si fie
doar cele ale unui desavirgit cavalerism,
in care suspiciunile s dispard din fasa,
iar scopul confruntirii si fie unul singur,
dur si reconfortant: o informatie corecti.
Cit de departe ne gisim de acest model a
incercat s sugereze §i analiza noastra.
““Watch-dog role of Media”— iati o em-
blema care suni pentru presa romani ca
un mesaj intr-o limbA aproape intraducti-
bila. - o

1. D.L. Protess, F.1. Cook, J.C. Doppel, J.5.
Fitema, M.T. Gordon, D.R. Leff, P. Miller, The

Joumalism of outrage, 1Te Gulford Fress, New
York - London, 1991, p.22

2.3. Herben J. Gans, Deciding whar 's news,
Pantheon Books, New York, 1979, p.260

4. Herbert J. Gans — op. oit, p.79
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LEXICON
Imagine politica

Lexicografii coreleazd termenul
imagine din diferite limbi cu latinul
1mago (imaginis), care intrunea majo-
ritatea semnificatiilor ce i se conferd
astizi: chip, icoand, portret, statuie,
chip ce se arati in vis, ecou (ca oglin-
dire a vocii, ca ridsunet), asemanare la
trup sau la suflet, aritare prin vorbe
(adecvate sau inselidtoare), umbra
(implicit forma fara fond), inchipuire
etc.

Dupa cum arati Enrico Fulchig-
noni (vezi La crvilisation de I'image,
Paris, Payot, 1969), definirea imag-
inii este echivoca si, uneori, chiar
confuzi. El retine ipostazele imaginii
produse de Meyerson si anume: 1)
imaginea ca exemplu concret care
serveste drept model; 2) ca metaford,
simbol (in arte); 3) ca fenomen fizio-
logic (pe retina, de exemplu); 4) ca
fapt de memorie (survenind amintirii,
in mod frecvent); 5) ca intuitie §i per-
ceptie; 6) ca reprezentare. Totodati,
sintetizind, fixeaza doud tipuri de
imagini: cele derivate din realitate §i
cele derivate din vis, in general din
metamorfoziri ale vietii afective si
ale convingerilor. Dupa parerea sa,
civilizatia imaginii din epoca noastrd
suprasolicitd pseudo-realitatea,
tendinta fiind pregnanti in cultura de
masi, unde, prin caracteristicile sale
de propagandi, pedagogice sau larg-
|' creative si in conditiile detasirii

(voite, iar nu spontane) de perceperea
| realului, creeaz4 pericolul alienrii
| progresive a constiintei indivizilor,

Imagine politicd constituie un ter-
men introdus relativ recent in taxono-
mia imaginii, atributul dat acesteia in
acest caz, ca §i in altele (de exemplu,
in cazul imagine artistica) fixind re-
strictiv domeniul, in spetd, cel al poli-
ticii (respectiv, cel al artelor). In con-
secintd, termenul imagine politica
semnificid o reproducere, fidela sau
denaturanti, a realitidtii societale cir-
cumscrise ca fiind politica. Indiferent
prin care componenti a mass media
se comunici (radio, televiziune etc.),
orice imagine politicd nu este decit o
viziune partiald asupra evenimentelor
sau asupra altor manifestiri ale poli-
ticului.

Se poate acredita o morfologie
larga a imaginii politice. Astfel, ima-
ginea asupra statului, cea asupra sis-
temului politic global, imaginea asu-
pra guvernului sau asupra guverndrii,
imaginea asupra unui partid, cea
asupra clasei politice, cea asupra |
grupului politic aflat la putere sau in
| opozitie, imaginea asupra unui lider

politic, cea asupra electoratului etc. |
pot fi considerate imagini politice. ‘
in lupta pentru putere se foloseste |
larg imaginea politici; de asemenea,
| in contextul rivalitatilor interstatale. |
Ea este o componentd principala a
ideologiei, a propagandei, precum si
a informdrii sau dezinformarii cu ca-
racter politic.

Se intelege de la sine ca cele mai
puternice temelii ale veridicititii ima-
{ ginii politice sint actele si comporta-
mentele politice. O imagine politica
falsi se constituie fie prin denaturarea
realititii politice, fie prin omiterea u-
nor. insusiri ale acesteia. Exagerarea
propagirii unor imagini politice false
conduce, in ultima mnstangi, la pierde-
| rea credibilitdtii in mesajele trans-

mise, transmise cu precddere prin

imagini false, a devenit o caracteris-

ticsi a publicului din statele totalitare.
i o e T e e el otk
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Mass-media si sistemul politic
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To communicate does not
conjugate in the negative

“The global village™ we live in is
oversaturated with information. A global
society brimming over with information,
but sometimes unable to communicate is
because of message distortions, distor-
tioning and, above all, distorters.

“The history of civilization and of
human freedom can be assessed and mea-
sured by the speed and impact of the
information that is transmitted and dis-
tributed” - says an article headed “Much
Too Busy to Keep Up With The News”,
carried by the 12 June 1993 edition of the
International Herald Tribuae. *Less than
150 years ago, information could not
travel faster than sailing ships and stage-
coaches, with the limited exception of
light signals of the “‘one for earth, two
trains, the telegraph, the radio, the tele-
phone, telecommunications satellites and
CNN”. Too much information makes
selectivity necessary and this leads to
growing responsibilities for journalists.
Unless all these improvements are ac-
companied by special feeling for all
things human, information can generate
hiatus and conflict, sometimes quite vio-
lent. The press, including the radio, is a
cultural instrument, a social instrument,
rather than just business or commodity.
In 1980, the European Community had
about forty television channels, broad-
casting 175,000 programs-hours. There
are now 120 channels broadcasting an
annual average of 780,0000 hours in the
same region.

« We are currently witnessing a phe-
nomenon called the democratization of
information. With better electronic media
- radio and television - major news stories
now reach both decision-makers and
ordinary people at the same time this
development has very important conse-
quences. On the one hand, it achieves a
growing feeling of belonging to a nation-
al and international community. As
International Herald Tribune’s analyst
wrote, “We can now use high technolo-
gies to go back to the planet of small vil-
lages, not in the geographies meaning of
the word, but as groups of people defined
in terms of sufficiency, people who know
only what they want to know at the time
they want to know of course, we can call
this progress. But that way could lead us
on along a slippery parts to the dark years
when news and information in general
did not unite and enrich people, but
divided them into knows and know-notes,
back to the time when the mighty of day
and legislators did not bother to read the
newspaper”. This point is just one step
removed from a state of social conflict
also generated, am other things, by
lack of information ang mainly by lack of
access to information.

Right now, the state's information
sources and those of the press are in true
competition. On quite a few occasions
media sources were prompter, more
effective and more influential than those
of the state. One example I have used on
several other occasions, because I find it
relevant, is CNN- the first and only tele-
vision channel to broadcast live a revolu-
tion (in Romania) a war (in the Persian

A

EUGEN PREDA

it, “to communicate” is to transmit infor-
mation from the widest possible range of
sources. This means that we must multi-
ply the information sources to obliterate
the image of a radio station depending on
official government sources, on two or
three sources in other countries (news
agencies), on official communiques,
press releases a.s.0. We understand com-
munication in the widest meaning of the
term, as close as possible to the source of
the developments. No effort is too big if
it preserves our credibility, at a time
when private radio stations appear, medi-
um wave and very high frequency bands
are crowded by broadcasters in other
countries and everybody has practically
unlimited access to radio and television
channels form other parts of the world.
Credibility is hard to earn and is lost in a
second. The

ly inform public opinion and decision-

makers on all the major events in this
country and abroad. A Centre for In-
formation and Synthesis was established
early in 1990. The centre monitors radio
and television stations abroad and sup-
plies information from regions of great
interest, but also viewpoints on Romania
as they are formulated in the respective
zones. It is a new type of activity and we
find that the expenience of other organi-
zations is useful not just in helping us to
lay down the best and most effective
working methods. It is also a way to
make our listeners, the political, econom-
ic, social and cultural leaders, newspapers
and magazines which read our bulletins,
to get used to and accept different view-
points, sometimes very unflattering or
hard to accept. Moreover, the Centre sup-

plies the lat-
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peration is essential. On the one hand - co-
operation with the power bodies, political
parties and all the organizations and bod-
ies in a state; on the other hand - coope-
ration with other national and internation-
al news organizations and broadcasters.
We have to cope with the current
radoxical situation of overabundant infor-
mation which created “people who are
too busy” to keep up with what is new.
The article in the Iatemnational Herald
Tribune paints a portrait of these people:
“they do not read the newspapers, their
staff read and clip off what they think is
relevant or important. They do not watch
the news on television, as they rarely get
home early enough for the news pro-
grammers, and then they can always re-
quest any recording they wish, including
of their own interviews. They can get
news and clippings firm local newspapers
by telefax. Just as the kings and princes
of old had tasters to protect them from
poisoning. the men and women invested
with power and responsibilities today
have news tasters”. This situation can be
mlerrreted by pointing out that “busy
not only have their news tasted
b_ut a!so pre-digested, because informa-

with the audience. At the latest elections
last year, we worked out the rules under-
lying the election comparing on the
domestic news channel, Radio Romania
Actualitati. We wanted the campaign to
be based on the provisions of the Ro-
manian Constitution, on the laws on the
elections for the House of Deputies, the
Senate and for President, so that the pro-
grammers, news, reports and interviews
covering the electoral activities of politi-
cal parties and candidates should ensure a

» fair and balanced presentation of con-

tenders’ platforms, which would leave
the voters free to make their options.
Cooperation rather than subordination
is our belief. In the past three years, we
have not felt and are not subordinated to
anyone, except to our listeners. We act
only for them, for what we believe they
are interested in. Of course, the Roman-
ian Radio is but a part of the Romanian
society, but, even with this status we are
aware of, we have tried to soften and
manage the crises of the current transition
period. I shall refer to just two sources of
tension which we hope we knew how to
dampen. At a time of radical structural
changes, the general tension is also en-

assuming the status of the individual’s
partner;

b. That of a “voice” - struggling to
implement new moral principles in the
society;

c. That of partner of political forces in
the process of legislative renewal (by
helping to draft the specific audio-visual
laws and by specialized consultant for
Parliament).

Without over-rating our functions, we
firmly believe that, when an element is
defined in a system, it brings more order
into the whole. That is precisely why we
tried to work out a simple and clear strat-.
egy (the harder to define) to communi-
cate with the Romanian society which
would help it see the new paradigm of the
Romanian Radio. Many of the signals we
received give us good reasons to believe
that our message was accurately decoded
and that we are perceived under the set of
principles by which we wish to define
ourselves. With your ission, I shall
briefly mention sevemi of the projects of
the social “‘game” in which the Romanian
Radio was a participant in the past three
years.

1. By broadcasting information com-
ing from Western experts, politicians,
cultural figures and businessmen, Radio
Romania has helped to enhance the citi-
zen’s democratic culture. For instance,
the American Nights during the presiden-
tial elections in he United States.

2. We like to think that by introducing
in the political debate the elements men-
tioned at , we contributed to diversifying
the options for the democratic evolution
of the institutions in this country, and also
of the Romanian society.

-3. One of the goals for this period was
to lay down and observe the rules of
democratic behavior. How we tried to
achieve this? Let me mention just the
long live broadcasts on Radio Romania
Actualitati of the Government - Trade
Unions negotiations this spring (this is
not the only possible example).

We are convinced that the British
Foreign Secretary, Mr. Douglas Hurd,
spoke the truth when he said in Ro-
mania’s Parliament: “Civil society ap-
pears where people trust each other and
In state institutions, because those institu-
tions are accountable before and operate
under the power of the law”. That is
where in our efforts to remain a voice
that carries into the wide world and into
people’s minds the true. information,
whether it is good or bad, provided it is lit
up by flash of reality. £

The paper was read at the round table
meeting on the topic: “Communication,
Cooperation and Conflict Between the
Factors of Change” - The Centre for
Political Studies and Comparative Ana-
lysis (Black Sea University - Costinesti,
15 July 1993)
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The Romanian Television:
a History of Incoherence

Between rigidity
and flexibility .

During its short existence the Roma-
nian Television has functioned alterna-
tively as an instrument of the Stalinist
dictatorship, of the anti-Stalinist revolu-
tion and of the transition to the post-Sta-
linism. A quick view on this succession
points out two modalities of functioning
namely: the leap and the compromise.

As regards “the leap” it had its own
evolution different from that of the inter-
national standards (assuming that there
are such standards). “The compromise” is
a more frequent way of functioning not
only of the television (which did nothing
else but adapted it). However, in the TV
version the compromise acquired some
particular features.

Referring to the compromise in the

revious conditions of Eastern Europe te-
evisions, we refer first of all to the gene-
rally political endeavors to offer progra-
mmers that would be liked by and would
serve the Power without neglecting (or
without to;at}:gr nqglpctili_gﬂ)lethediex-
pectations. of majority o audien-
ce. During Stalinism t,h:.y scale was defi-
nitely tipped to the favor of the Power
which kept to impose the limits 1:'13%l -
less of the clear desiderata of the public.

The compromise dominated over the
Romanian Television programmers dur-
3 10as ' QU ey adurad oe

beginning of this decade including the
present moment. In very different condi-
tions the Power has been ensuring priori-
;y to itself. However, there is a common
eature of the compromises that were
functioning during these two political
periods so different one from the other.
This feature consists in a lack of any
stral of the compromise. In this his-
torical period the TVR doesn’t produce
only the image of social conflict generat-
ed by the transition, it produces, in the
time a specific political conflict whose
sources Is in its relation with the power.
The origins of this “TV conflict” are not
connected only to the present situation
but also to the short, convulsive past for
this institution.

Introduced relatively late (the second
half of the *50-ies) in Rumania - a coun-
try where the industrialization was car-
ried out against the consumption - the te-
levision developed slowly. The density of
the population endowment with TV sets
was constantly one of the lowest in Eu-
rope.

And yet as an effect of the forced
industrialization, the inhabitants of Ro-
mania before beconuu:ﬁ the consumers of
material goods gradually became the con-
sumers of TV images. For an ever larger
and larger segment of the population, the
television acted as a regulator of the daily
existence restructuring the usual time
table of the families, of the individuals
and their social relations. Looking back at
this evolution we can distinguish four
”\'\?J'gﬂn’“ﬁ?m’f u"f?_\"[‘(?mlﬁ.:\"i‘ﬂ\‘.‘i R s
and the type of communication. Thus:
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STEFANA STERIADE
PAVEL CAMPEANU

Power, a basic instrument for the official
ideology. However, it is interesting to re-
mark that in a country where all sectors
were dominated by the planification and
the control exerted by the Power there
were several objective factors, sometimes
of aleatory nature, able to break the eco-
nomic and social structure believed (and
declared) to be without any breach.

Along the different phases of the dic-
tatorship the weight of the ideological
messa%es in TV programmers although
variable remained constantly consider-
able. They were pervading any dpmgram-
me with their emphatic grandiloquent
stile - this was a strict rule. The political
event-generally pseudo events- congress-
es, conferences (with their decisions
taken in advance), summit, the Presiden-
tial internal and extemnal visits, etc. were
religiously transmitted, In the ‘60-'70-ies
the party propaganda was conferring to
the television the primordial role in the
political indoctrination of the people
which brought about its saturation with
unattractive programmers that had the lo-
west audience. But what really happened
during that period was, 'mmi}xically. a
strong westernization of the TV program-
mers - a reflex of the endeavors that were
then undertaken in order to gain
Washington's and, , the West’s,
sympathy. In the ambience of the west-
ernized productions the inconsistency of
the ideological programmers became
oA Ppaapata s peseicalty sl

was y null;
ﬁhcredg:l)ﬁ; of the Western program-
mers, especially those of entertainment,
was so high that is included the accep-
tance of the miracle.

Viewed from the perspective of the
compromise the television had to accept
this period was a failure of the Power
who m foresee such a bemh of dtlh;e
westerni ogrammers believin t
the Rommﬁanpraudienne had a]readygbeen

immunized by the ideological indoctrina-
tion

Having chosen the expensive Western
pro that ted values totally
different from those affirmed by the
means, of propaganda, Ceaugescu acted
according to his own strategy in which
the independence from the URSS occu-

ied the foreground and which brought
Kﬁ]’l in the West considerable advantages,
both economic and in prestige.

. These advantages made the dictator,
at least for a time, more tolerant in res-
pect with the westernization of the Tv
programmers. What he really wanted to
do with the Romanian Television would
happen, by a tour de force, in the *80-ies.
But during the ‘60-ies and '70-ies the
audience were watching with delight and
candor the effects brought about on the
screens by these strange political ma-
NOeuVres.

The Western reality such as it was
presented by the Romanian Television
through selection and mixture with the
ideological programmers overwhelmed
ha Romnanien, ~poplationc viginn, ahont,,

people and places in relation with whom

the r

= domestic sources had been offerine

" ence finally had as a

pite its own intentions, in persuading its
audience of the superiorityy and perhaps
even the perfection of the consumer soci-
ety.
T The effects of the manipulation un-
dertaken during this stage aggravated the
lack of credibility. This stage was domi-
nated by showing distorted images of
both, Romanian and Western society. As
a consequence a credibility crisis occur-
red on one hand, with respect to the TV
image of the country’s reality, together
with a limitless credibility in the perfec-
tion of the.Western society on the other
hand. To the latter we can add a similarly
non-differentiating rejection of any pic-
ture that might shown the hardship of the
same society: unemployment, inflation,
the racial and ethical problems - regard-
less from whom they came.

Proclaiming itself a platform for ideo-
logical education, became, in this

~ way, one of the best propagandist for the

western style of life.

: In the audience’s m to lbee:ide-
ological programme, the reali ved to
beslmngperthantheﬁction: liymrm
tions to western entertainment the fiction
dominated over the reality.

This attempt to manipulate the audi-

t the manipula-

tion of the manipulators. The Western

fiction free of any referent proved to be

more credible than the Stalinist fiction

denied by the inexorable referent of the
daily existence.

One-to-no-one
communication act

For thirty years or more, media re-
searchers have conducted laboratory -
style experiments to investigate aspects
of television communication. In the sec-
ond half of the 1980s, in a strange quirk
of history, Romania itself was transfor-
med into one such laboratory. A country
of 23 million people was subjected to a
communication experiment which was

_implemented by the most brutal dictator-
gr in Eastern Europe as a part of a gen-

strategy of i
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rejection of the new televion service. In
trying to understand why this was the
case we suggest that it is necessary to
examine the mherent functions of televi-
sion and consider a number of hypothe-
ses: there is a limited compatibility be-
tween the language of television and the
zpeciﬁc rhetoric of any ideology; the -au-

iance does not reject in the main the
ideological content, but its dislocating
effect on programmes dedicated to gen-
uine information and entertainment.

The reorganization of the content of
the television service was a manoeuvre
characteristic of classic monopoly: real
demand is not only ignored but met by a
supply that market dislikes. In this case
the imposition between TV demand and
the TV supply imposed by the authorities
may be seen as a movement from mani
~Inrec nrreprestractalaitinon THids aan-

sformation indicates a crucial change in
lovici Yo Areviond 1inctions :

ology, so transmitted, is brought into dis-
repute in the eyes of the audience; and
when these guiding principles effectively
eliminate genuine information and enter-
tainment.

Audience surveys were no longer per-
mitted in Romania, and therefore nobody
could establish to what viewers accepted
or rejected the new television schedule.
The evidence was to be seen from a piece
of technical apparatus, a special antenna
needed to receive TV programmers from
neighbouring countries. The technical
requirement for obtaining TV reception
from these countries was a special anten-
na which had to be installed on the roof,
one for TV set. With incredible speed,
forests of antennae grew on the roof, all
over the country.

The installation of this rooftop appa-
ratus displayed a collective disobedience:
the rejection of the ideological discourse,
the preference for alternative foreign
messages and in order to reach them a
supplementary consumption of energy
broke legal restrictions.

This is an aspect of a general socio-
logical question about the social effects
of technical innovation. Certainly, these
poor antennae are not as significant as
nuclear power station or even TV satel-
lites, but their influence should not be
overlooked. The more the antennae pro-
liferated, the less TV viewing behaviour
was unmasked and antennae owners were

exposed to the risk of punishment.
Romanians had to be totally isolated
from the outside world to make sure they
were happy with what they had. Ho-
wever, by using these antennae, they es-
caped this isolation and established con-
tinuous contact with foreign sources
which they did not report. They devel-
opped, through this mass escape, an alter-
native lse‘:Iu'z.'ass-::ruat:lia stem,thin a ;hmbg of
improvised co-operation with neighbour-
glgp countries, and at the same time broke
the television state monopoly and xeno-
pho'tl,‘it:: laws. e
e special antennae express not
a disregard for the official ideology but
also for the person who embodied it. Not
_on]v did the ogoulation not submit to the
orders, it acted in a different way and by
its own initiative. In a society regulated
by over- centralized command, individual
initiative is regarded as a crime.

A particularly exciting aspect of this
moment is the nature, of the agent of
change. Different social groups in differ-
ent eras have assumed leading role in
phases of social changes. In Europe, in
the first half of this century, this group
was for the most part the working class.
But in 1968, in Europe an elsewhere this
role was taken on by a completely differ-
ent group, the student community. In this
situation in Rumania, the group seems to -
be the TV audience, acting as a commu-
nity of TV viewers.

This movement, which could be des-
cribed as a transit